The Influence of the Mayflower Compact

The Mayflower Compact stands as one of the most important documents in American
history. The document's core principles of self-government, justice, and consent of the governed
helped to lay the foundation for a democratic society in the New World. The authors of the
Mayflower Compact sought religious freedom, which continues to be one of our essential
freedoms in the United States today. I am proud to have one of my ancestors, William Brewster,
as a signatory of this incredibly influential document, which has had a resounding impact on not
only local governments in the United States, but also on our Federal Constitution.

The Pilgrims, who had suffered religious persecution by the church of England, had
acquired a charter to settle in the colony of Virginia. However, due to dangerous conditions that
nearly caused a shipwreck, they decided to settle outside the bounds of their patent. This required
them to wait for a new charter, all the way from England. In the meantime, the Pilgrims knew
they would need some way to establish order within their community, and so decided 41 people
to sign the Mayflower Compact.

When the Pilgrims signed the compact, they intended it to be a temporary form of
government. However, its impact has far surpassed anything temporary. At its core, the
Mayflower Compact embodies the principles of democratic governance and the rule of law. By
pledging to "covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil body politic," the signers
committed to creating a system of self-government where laws would be enacted for the general
good and consented to by the community. The idea of collective government that was formed
from the Mayflower Compact helped influence significant documents like the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution.

William Brewster, my ancestor and a key figure among the signers of the Mayflower
Compact, played a crucial role in shaping the religious and political landscape of the new colony.
As a key founder and spiritual leader of the Separatist congregation, Brewster advocated for
religious liberty and autonomy from the established Church of England. His commitment to
freedom of conscience and the right to worship according to one's beliefs resonated deeply with
the principles embedded in the Mayflower Compact and are something we can all admire to this
day.

Much of Brewster's time before the Mayflower's voyage was spent fleeing religious
persecution, since he was instrumental in founding the separatist church. After he was forced to
flee to Leiden, Amsterdam, Brewster worked with Thomas Brewer and Edward Winslow to
illegally distribute religious pamphlets in England. This drew further attention from the English
Church, so when the opportunity to forge a new life in the Americas presented itself, Brewster

and his family set sail. Due to their past experiences Brewster and his friend Winslow knew that



religious freedom was essential for the new colony. Thus under their guidance, the Plymouth
colony embraced the principles of religious tolerance.

In conclusion, the Mayflower Compact and the leadership of figures like William
Brewster played a pivotal role in shaping the development of the United States of America. As a
foundational document of democratic governance, the Compact laid the groundwork for the
principles of self-government, rule of law, and consent of the governed that continue to define
American democracy. Meanwhile, Brewster's commitment to religious freedom and justice
exemplifies the enduring values that have guided the nation through its tumultuous history. The
legacy of the Mayflower Compact serves as a reminder of the enduring power of the ideals which

shaped the course of our nation.

Works Cited

"Bradford's Manuscript 'of Plimoth Plantation. "' Mass. Gov,
www.mass.gov/info-details/bradfords-manuscript-of-plimoth-plantation#the-mayflower-
and-her-passengers-. Accessed 12 Feb. 2024.

"Mayflower and Mayflower Compact." Plimoth Patuxet Museums,
plimoth.org/for-students/homework-help/mayflower-and-mayflower-compact#:~:text—
According%20t0%20Morton%2C%20the%20document,tw0%200f%20the%20nine%20s
ervants. Accessed 12 Feb. 2024.

Sherwood, Mary. Pilgrim: A Biography of William Brewster. Great Oak Pr of Virginia, 1982.

"The Mayflower Compact." General Society Q/Mayflower Descendants, 26 Jan. 2024,
themayflowersociety.org/history/the-mayflower-compact/.



